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Common Concepts

MySQL
Server

Server Computer

MySQL Tool

Internet

Your desktop computer

• Tools are usually graphical (whereas database software are not).
• Tools may run on a different computer than the database server software.
• Tools need to log into database programs in order to issue commands to it.
• Typical flow of work:

1. Open tool
2. Connect to database (requires server name, login, and password)
3. View/modify database using the tool.



Tools for MySQL

• PhpMyAdmin – general tool

• DB Designer – draw diagrams

• MySQL Admin – monitor database

• MySQL Query Browser – develop complex 
queries

Also: a good text editor: TextPad (pc) or BBEdit (Mac)



DB Designer Overview
•Lets you sketch out 
database design as a 
diagram (Entity-Relationship 
Diagram).

•Actual database is 
created/modified when you 
synchronize with the 
database.

•Can also reverse-engineer a 
diagram from an existing 
database.

•Good for visual 
documentation.



Using DB Designer
Works like a drawing program:

1. Pick an item to draw (e.g., 
table or relationship)

2. Draw it on canvas

3. When done, synchronize 
with database server

Tables

Regions

Relationships

Connect to db



DB Designer Example



MySQL Admin Overview

•Configure server

•Set up MySQL users

•Monitor health

•Create & edit databases & 
tables (structures)

•Back-up & restore tables



Using MySQL Admin
major functions



Connecting MySQL Admin
Tools Manage Connections

MySQL server, 
login & passwd

Manage multiple MySQL servers



Useful Feature: User Administration

User Administration Select a user What are they allowed to do?



Useful Feature: Disk Space Usage

Catalogs Select a table Disk space usages



MySQL Query Browser Overview

Helps develop queries by:

•Keeping track of queries

•Let you compare query 
results side by side

•Let you edit data

•Providing drag-n-drop

•Easy reference



Using MySQL Query Browser

Enter queries

View & edit results

Drag & 
drop 
tables

Command 
reference



Recommended Uses of MySQL Query Browser

•Develop/evolve a complex query by trial & error

•Develop/evolve a series of queries

•Compare query results side by side

•Edit query results
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