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Goals for DTOCGoals for DTOC

Provide a means to discover datasets at Provide a means to discover datasets at 
all LTER sites in a single searchall LTER sites in a single search
Do so in a way that was not burdensome Do so in a way that was not burdensome 
to the sitesto the sites
Provide frequent, automated updates Provide frequent, automated updates 
(currently weekly)(currently weekly)
Serve as a search tool until EML matured Serve as a search tool until EML matured 
(DTOC was operational in 1997)(DTOC was operational in 1997)



What the DTOC System DoesWhat the DTOC System Does

The LTER DTOC provides freeThe LTER DTOC provides free--text search text search 
capability that searches the full metadata capability that searches the full metadata 
for each dataset at any LTER sitefor each dataset at any LTER site
Provides a similar capability for each Provides a similar capability for each 
individual LTER siteindividual LTER site
Provides a table of datasets broken down Provides a table of datasets broken down 
by Keywordby Keyword
DTOC exploits the searching and DTOC exploits the searching and 
harvesting capabilities of common webharvesting capabilities of common web--
site search enginessite search engines
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Data TableData Table--ofof--Contents (DTOC)Contents (DTOC)
Each participating LTER site needs to Each participating LTER site needs to 
provide a document somewhere on its provide a document somewhere on its 
web site that contains the DTOC entries web site that contains the DTOC entries 
for its datasets (this is often automated)for its datasets (this is often automated)

•Bird Species List for the H.J.Andrews Experimental  
Forest and Upper McKenzie River Basin -- AND 
--McKee, W. Arthur 
-- biodiversity, bird, species list 
--SA003

Colored letters Colored letters have a WWW link back to site metadatahave a WWW link back to site metadata



Preparation of DTOC IndicesPreparation of DTOC Indices
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DTOC Entry SpecificationDTOC Entry Specification

A minimal DTOC entry:A minimal DTOC entry:
<LI><A HREF="http://<LI><A HREF="http://www.edu/where_metadata_is.htmlwww.edu/where_metadata_is.html">">

The title of the dataset goes hereThe title of the dataset goes here

</A> </A> ----VCRVCR

</LI></LI>

The only required fields are the URL for the full The only required fields are the URL for the full 
metadata, Title and Site code. metadata, Title and Site code. 



A full DTOC EntryA full DTOC Entry
<LI><A HREF="http://<LI><A HREF="http://www.edu/where_metadata_is.htmlwww.edu/where_metadata_is.html">">
The title of the dataset goes hereThe title of the dataset goes here
</A> </A> ---- VCRVCR
<BR><BR>----<!<!---- originators originators ---->Comma separated list of investigators>Comma separated list of investigators
<BR><BR>----<!<!---- keywords keywords ---->Comma separated list of keywords>Comma separated list of keywords
<BR><BR>----<!<!---- datasetIDdatasetID ---->Site>Site--specific dataset IDspecific dataset ID
<BR><BR>----<!<!---- other other ---->Other optional information sites want to add>Other optional information sites want to add
</LI></LI>

Optional fields include originators, Optional fields include originators, 
keywords, a dataset ID and other optional keywords, a dataset ID and other optional 
informationinformation
However the critical element remains the However the critical element remains the 
URL, since that points back to the full URL, since that points back to the full 
metadata document for the datasetmetadata document for the dataset


