Ecological Informatics: Managing Data and Information for Projects, Laboratories and Observatories
Individuals and organizations are increasingly recognizing the value of ecological data, particularly long-term, broad-scale and thematically-diverse data for addressing environmental questions of scientific and societal interest.  Interest in data- and information- related technologies have further intensified in response to proposed plans for building a National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON).  Despite their interest in relevant technologies, most ecologists have not been able to keep pace with the rapid advances in computing, communications and information management and analysis.  This workshop is specifically designed to make ecologists aware of new and appropriate information technologies as they consider equipping or upgrading individual laboratories or expanding field station capabilities to those needed for NEON. Primary topics to be covered in the workshop include: 1) ecoinformatics; 2) metadata; 3) data management, curation, and archiving; 4) scientific database approaches; 5) QA/QC and 6) web interfaces and data and information portals.  Session includes both hands-on computers activities and lecture with discussion.  

8:00 
Introductions
8:15 
Ecoinformatics – Michener 
9:15 
Scientific Database Approaches – Porter and Vanderbilt 
10:15 
BREAK (20 mins)

10:35 
Web interfaces and data portals -- Porter 
11:35 
Data management, curation, and archiving-- Brunt
12:00
LUNCH
1:00 
QA/QC – Vanderbilt

2:00 
Metadata -- Romanello
3:00 
BREAK (20 mins)
3:20 
Morpho -- Romanello 
4:30 
End
